
Dr. Rosskopf will be speaking
at the Monday, March 6th Meeting

The well-known expert in Avian Med-
icine. Walter Rosskopf, D.V.M. will be 
speaking at the next SBBS meeting. He 
has been an SBBS sponsor for many 
years. He has extensive experience 
in treating a wide variety of animals 
such as dogs, cats and birds in addi-
tion to some rather unusual and exotic 
pet companions like snakes, ferrets, 
hamsters, tarantulas, fish, and rabbits, 
just to name a few. If your pet walks, 
flies, crawls, slithers, hops, swims, or 
swings in the trees, the good doctor is 
there to help.

(There are only 100 Board Certified 
Avian Specialists in the world. We 
have 5 in the L.A. Area!) 

Dr. Rosskopf has been in avian and exotic practice many years and is con-
sidered a pioneer in many avian medical and surgical procedures. He 
helped in the development and publishing of blood normals for pet psit-
tacine birds. Dr. Rosskopf pioneered the cloacapexy operation for treating 
cloacal prolapse as well as the use of the air sac tube in respiratory emer-
gency therapy. 
Dr. Rosskopf has spoken to hundreds of veterinarians and has lectured in 
Australia and Japan. He set the record for speeches to the Association of 
Avian Veterinarians (65 times from 1983 to 1993). 
Dr. Rosskopf has lectured for many universities and veterinary schools 
and gives a yearly Pet Bird Medicine and Surgery Class to students of Ore-
gon State University and Washington State University.
Come early and get a good seat so you can thoroughly enjoy the presen-
tation by Dr. Rosskopf on Monday March 6. For more information, see 
flyer on page 4.
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An Evening with Macaws
December 4, 2016 • By Diane Sivas
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Monday, February 6th was a wild and crazy 
evening.  We had a good showing of mem-
bers along and a bunch of raucous, rambunc-
tious macaws.  Never a dull moment when 
you have these big guys around.

Janet was not feeling well and was unable to 
attend, so Karen kicked off the meeting.  After 
a few opening remarks, we got the video “A 
Place to Land” up and running which served 
as a backdrop to our evening of sharing.

As Karen moved around the room with micro-
phone in hand, we heard different members 
talking about their macaws.  Donna Cross-
ley had Jasper and Chester with her.  Jasper, 
the Greenwing Macaw, is familiar to most of 
us – she’s the one who often “dresses for the 
occasion.” She’s always donning a hat or a 
cape or whatever the occasion calls for.  What 
a clown!  Donna also brought along Ches-
ter, a handicapped hybrid macaw.  A cross 
between a Scarlet and a Blue & Gold, Donna 
explained that the bird seems to exhibit 75% 

Scarlet characteristics and 25% 
Blue & Gold characteristics.  Even 
though Chester’s legs were fused 
together when he was hatched, 
he still manages to get around.  
Donna told me later that Jasper 
tends to keep a watchful eye on 
Chester.  A protective sister…

Marie Calleja brought along 
Blue & Gold Macaw Indie (aptly 
named since he was born on July 
4th), and a Scarlet Macaw named 
Pancho. Young Blue & Golds 
are sometimes a challenge, but 
Marie is definitely up for it.  I had 
Blue & Gold Macaw, Cheeto, and 
Severe Macaw, Minnie (aka “Coo-
per”).   Kathy did a little demo 
with Coop, showing everyone 
how they practice Yoga together.  
Seems that they worked up a lit-
tle act behind my back.  Good 
job, girls!  Karen told us about a 
baby that she had, a Catalina/
Greenwing hybrid, often referred 
to as a “Flame Macaw.”  Interest-
ing. That was a new one for me.  
We learned that Macaws come 
in many shapes, sizes, colors and 

personalities.

We had some great guests on hand that we 
hope to see again soon. The potluck was 
plentiful, and I think everyone had fun inter-
acting with these silly macaws.

Thanks to everyone who helped clean up 
and breakdown after the meeting.  Even our 
guests helped.  The participation that we’ve 
had at the past two meetings has been out-
standing, and is greatly appreciated.  And as 
usual, thanks to those who brought food, 
which is always tasty and plentiful.

Next month we will be welcoming back Dr. 
Walter Rosskopf.  Dr. Rosskopf spends every 
March with us, and always has valuable infor-
mation to share.  Put this one down as a 
“must attend,” and plan to join us on Mon-
day, March 6 meeting at 7:00 p.m.  See you all 
next month.

See all the pictures on pages 3, 6, 7 and 8.



More pictures from meeting page 6.
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I would like to thank everyone who stepped up for our 
“Evening with The Macaws”!

I was unable to attend due to eye surgery. My eyes are now 
bionic with new lenses and no cataracts and I can now see the 
world with great joy! And, yikes, my car is actually grey! I am 
amazed by the intense color and beautiful feathering on my 
female Eclectus Star! She is absolutely stunning! The eyes do 
not lie!

The Board welcomes Gala Burkholder as our Technical 
Assistant. 

We are ALL in training with our new system so I am truly amazed 
by what we DO know! David Benjamin has been assisting us in 
this learning curve – Thank you, David! We welcome technical 
support during our meetings and events. Along with setting 
up the tables and chairs at the meetings and cleaning up after-
wards, we always welcome your help!

The wind and rain have definitely played havoc with our 
California infrastructure (hopefully the drought is over), so 
we must always remember to be watchful of nature and all 
of its creatures that we share this planet with.

Whether they be birds, cats, dogs or the wild ones, please 
remember to be vigilant in helping our neighbors. If you hear of 
anyone needing assistance with their birds due to the weather 
or facing the danger of flooding, please let us know.

When the weather persons say “Look out for falling rocks!” they 
are not kidding!

I look forward to seeing you at our March 6th meeting with Dr. 
Rosskopf. Check out the flyers!

As always, please support our SBBS sponsors!

Cheers

Janet

Jasper and Chester
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Monday, March 6, 2017 • 7 p.m.
Monthly Drawing • Outstanding Food

Location: Kiwanis Club of Hermosa Beach
2515 Valley Drive • Hermosa Beach • www.sobaybirdsoc.com
Cross streets are Gould and Valley Drive • For more info, phone 310-376-5954

Dr. Walter J. Rosskopf  Jr., DVM, 
an innovator in avian care and 
medicine, has earned local, national, 
and international recognition for his 
accomplishments and contributions 
regarding the veterinary care of 
caged birds and other companion 
exotic pets.

Dr. Rosskopf will be presenting us 
with a refreshing course in what 
is necessary to keep our feathery 
friends happy and healthy.

He will share with us, through 
slides and lecture, his experience 
regarding basic avian medical care 
at his practice, the Avian and Exotic 
Animal Hospital, located at 4871 W. 
Rosecrans Ave. in Hawthorne, 
California.

Dr. Walter J. Rosskopf Jr DVM, Diplomate ABVP will be speaking to us about

  “Basic Avian Medicine” 
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Monday, April 3, 2017 • 7 p.m.
Monthly Drawing • Outstanding Food

Location: Kiwanis Club of Hermosa Beach
2515 Valley Drive • Hermosa Beach • www.sobaybirdsoc.com
Cross streets are Gould and Valley Drive • For more info, phone 310-376-5954

  Presenting
Donna Crossley and Sylvia Skidmore 

Donna and Sylvia will be speaking on

Responsible Pet Ownership and
America’s Family Pet Expo

The Expo is being held at the Orange County Fairgrounds from April 28th-30th
Sylvia will be bringing some of her handicapped birds to the SBBS meeting

that will also be present at the Expo.



 SBBS NEWS	 PAGE 6

Indie and Yolanda Indie

Donna, Jasper and Chester

Minnie
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Cheeto

Jake and friend 

Pancho

Jasper and Chester
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Kona
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Welcome SBBS 
New & Returning Members

Returning

Charles Bender & Barbara Simon-Bender,

Lisa Cooley & Sean Wright, Linda Dorfmont,

Phyllis Levine, Sondra  Luther

Lifetime Members

Diane Bock, Cary & Anita Pao, Lorrie Mitchell, 
Jimi K. Anderson

Don’t fly off the membership list. Please pay your dues!
SBBS is currently upgrading our membership files. To help us, 
please go to www.sobaybirdsoc.com and click on Memberships to 
find the new membership application. Please fill it out and include 
your check and send it to SBBS, P.O. Box 3863, Redondo Beach 
90277-3863.

If you want to join and have received a hard copy or found the 
membership application on the back of the newsletter, fill it out 
and send it to the above address. If you have any questions about 
your membership, please contact Elaine Dunn at (714) 306-5513. 
Other names will follow in upcoming months. 

West Valley Bird Society Meeting

At time of printing
no speakers were announced.

  
7:30 PM the 3rd Friday of each month 
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Wednesday, March 8th, 2017 
 7:00 pm

At the time of printing this 
newsletter, we have no 

speaker information.
Please contact President 

Doreen Seelig
for further information

(310) 488-9749 or
refer to their website

listed below.



 

Birds
Adopted

Here

PARROT EDUCATION & ADOPTION CENTER

PEAC is not taking in any parrots right now, but they do have a lot of 
nice birds ready to be adopted. There are classes going throughout 
the month. The San Diego location has classes the last weekend of 
the month. Classes in Orange County are on the third Saturday of the 
month. There is a new class now being offered in Hemet on the first 
Sunday of the Month. Please check the website for topics, times, and 
directions.

Please contact PEAC at parroted@cox.net or visit their website 
www.peac.org for more information.

Meets the 4th Tuesday of each month
7 p.m. at the

American Legion Hall
5938 Parkcrest Street

(S. of Carson, E.ast of Woodruff Ave.)
Long Beach, CA For Information call 

562-881-9847

Organization				    Phone				    Contact
Parrots First				    (866) 248-7670, ext. 5937		  www.parrotsfirst.org
The Lily Sanctuary 			   (714) 442-9474 			   www.lilysanctuary.org
Parrot Rehabilitation Society		  (619) 224-6712			   www.parrotsociety.org
Southern Nevada Parrot Education, Rescue & Rehoming Society		  www.southernnevadaparrotrescue.org
Santa Barbara Bird Sanctuary 		  (805)-565-1807			   www.sbbird.org.
Fine Feathered Friends Foundation		  (310) 541-2468			   curtismyrna@verizon.net

There are so many birds needing homes out there. If you are considering another bird, please think about adopting one.

Call one of these rescue/adoption groups. They all have many wonderful birds just waiting for someone

to come and take them home. Many of these groups have websites – take a look!

Next meeting is Saturday,
March 11th, 7:00 pm.

Speaker is David Benites 
Topic is

 “How to Breed Canaries
on Your Schedule”.

 www.davidssingingcanaries.com
 Meetings are the 2nd

Saturday of each month.

Long Beach Bird Breeders Club
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Fenix Crocks and
Feeders, Inc.

Ron Norcut, Warehouse Manager
1476 Wamego Trail

Yucca Valley, CA 92284
Cyndie Norcut:

 Fenixcrocks@aol.com
(951) 453-5193.

www.omarsexoticbirds.com

4301 Redondo
Beach Blvd.

Lawndale, CA 90260

(310) 370-7550

ROOM
FOR

RENT

South Bay Bird Society members receive 
a 10% discount at Animal Lovers and 

Birds & More on selected merchandise 
and a 5% discount from Chopper’s Toys. 

You must show your membership card or 
mention South Bay Bird Society 

when shopping online.
Is your card current?
Email Elaine Dunn at

edsracer62@gmail.com

New address 24028 Vista Montana 
Torrance, CA 90505

310 378-3052

New address 24028 Vista Montana 
Torrance, CA 90505

310 378-3052

NEED A HOME
 for  Your  Ad? 
Inquire within!

SBBS
Janet Ragonesi
(310) 376-5954
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Classic Avian MaintenanceTM Diets provide
high-quality ingredients with essential
vitamins and minerals in every tasty
bite. Quite simply the best
premium diets available.
FruitBlendTM Flavor Diets with �ve
di�erent fruit-colored, fruit-
shaped nuggets or Natural
Diets with no arti�cial �avors
or colors. In sizes for the largest
macaw  to the smallest canary.

L.A.’s Premiere Bird Store
We ship anywhere (except birds & fresh prepared foods.)

Happy, socialized babies
Natural & healthy food
Harrison’s Bird Foods
Fresh sprouts & breads

Experience Wall of Toys!
Breeders’ supplies
Sundays are always
Samples Days

19224 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana, CA 91356
818.708.7277 Toll Free 866.727.7687

www.ParrotsNaturally.com

South Bay Bird Society - Officers and Board of Directors 2017

PLEASE JOIN US
SO

U
TH

 BAY BIRD SOCIETY

Support Positions
	 Youth Ambassador	
	 Adoptions & Foster Care	 Janet Ragonesi, (310) 376-5954
		  Marie Calleja, (310) 607-9792

Newsletter
	 Publication	 Joan Margolis-West
		  Elaine Dunn
	Meeting & Information Flyers	 Joan Margolis-West
	 Proof Reading	 Lorrie Mitchell, Sylvia Skidmore, 
		  Marie Calleja
	 Refreshments Coordinator	 Debra Peterson
	 Photography	 Marie Calleja
	 Lifetime Members	 Lorrie Mitchell, Diane Bock,

		  Jimi K. Andersen, Anita & Cary Pao 	

Meetings are held at the Kiwanis Club of Hermosa Beach, 2515 Valley Drive, Hermosa Beach 
90254 on the 1st Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Parking lot and street parking. 

Birds are Welcome at Meetings

22140 Ventura Blvd., Suite 1
 Woodland Hills, CA 91364

866.727.7687 | www.ParrotsNaturally.com

Exotic Birds by Fran, Inc.
9215 Valley View Street
Cypress, CA 90630
p: (714) 761-0868
f: (714) 827-8471
facebook.com/
birdsandsuppliesbyfran
• Open 7 days:

Monday-Friday 9-6,
Saturday & Sunday 9-5

• Boarding & Grooming
services

• Home Grooming &
Training 

Voting Positions
	 President	 Janet Ragonesi, (310) 376-5954
	 Vice President CFO	 Kathy Powell, (310) 325-1268
	 Vice President, Secretary 	 Diane Sivas, (310) 937-9925

Directors
	 Programs	 Marie Calleja, 310 607-9792
	 Meeting Activities	 Open
	 Membership	 Elaine Dunn, 714-306-5513			 
	 Education	 Karen Allen, (310) 371-9967
	 Community Outreach	 Tammy Carreiro, (310) 675-6789
	 Raffle & Sponsor	  Patte Fisher
	 Technical Support 	 Gala Burkholder

Non-Voting Positions
	 Sponsorship	 Open
	 Webmaster	 Paul Carreiro
		  Joan Margolis-West
	 Consultant to Board	 Ron Cuttriss-Elwood
	 Hospitality	 Tomi takemoto
		  Marie Calleja		
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P.O. Box 3863
Redondo Beach, CA 90277-3863

www.sobaybirdsoc.com
B IR DS AR E W ELCOM E

AT M EE T IN GS

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY: 
Due to rising costs, members that require newsletter USA Postal Service

delivery please add $10 to your membership. Thank You!
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